f, * tlie Assassination re-reviewed — So many reader* 
‘ re g ! tied v ttv ! i s she % eat it v| K «>f if* 
$:Wu$hin$t<m SpifiMsior m she baleful legacy of the assas* 
so,*?!!*!; >H t'o - <*t *’f fe >* keastedy me :tv s a 

otsbeheved: official investigations 
that she Spei7«foi , .;wiH closely fol- 
low she fjtpgress of what may- he 

she road : effort -of tins century, 

aayway —to ieara a» imichimh.as 
si Is «s;ll possible to team, on the 
1 events m Dallas ■ before, during and after November- 22; 
j 1:963; 

| Gast month, a new pastel called the Assassination 
| Records Review. Board, created- by: the belated but well- 
| interakmed Congressional approval of the Assassination 
| Records Collection: Ac? of 1:992, began -what is. by all odds 
la n iftianilv and sue: r»,.d% konev. <- 0 , 0 ah ius 


public release . of'-— the missing government documents 
whose absence: helps sustain the I JR J£, enigma, 

tUs getting little press attention. Reporters — there were 
two of us— watching a Senate committee hearing on their 
confim? adon saw and heard the live members of the new 
board, and they seemed an impressive lot. All; were 
nominated by President Clinton after George: Bush 
refused to- name any . The revietv hoarrf memhers.: 

Henry Graft, 72, of Searsdale, NT, 3 . retired professor 
of history; at Columbia University; was an .Army ervp- 
toiogist in World: War II; Kermis: Hail. 49, dean and 
professor of history and law: at the University of Tulsa: 
William Joyce. 51. associate librarian: l»r:specrat collec- 
tions at Princeton University; AnttitJNdlsbn, SI . professor 
of history at American University here ml Washmpon: 
and John Ttmheim, 40, Minnesota's deputy attorney 
general. «; 

In a -statement that the other members agreed sam- 
marfted -their views,. Omit declared; that tlte review board 
is committed to "establishing the historical tiuthestlcky of 
the awful events in Dallas'' in a way .that- "will help; restore 
confidence .in government. ” 

The. board lias unusual clout, Congie's has given it 
sweeping, qs r-i. Du nd powers— -Authority; to hold public 
hearings, to take s w<? t re imen? and a subpocn -.c- 
nesses and docusm 5 s kmwti thpke t., it ying t k 
some of the: advocates of theories -hat Graff called 
"speculation, sometimes in soimoderate sea.es. s ‘ There is 
also a statutory "presumpt ion of immediate disclosure" of 
documents, meaning: that it will now be difficult for 

What Isas happened is, shat polls showing HO-percent- 
and-up public acceptance- of scores of conspiratorial as- 
sassination theories finally moved. Cohgtoss to try m get 
the monkey of disbelief off its hack by creating an an- 
usually strong review panel. The board will meet- over a 
two-year period in Washington., With an appropriation of 
$4.5 million a year- for. staff. It has until 'October 1.9% to 
compile an archive that few expect so comprise “a sroofc- 
mg gun," but that may answer some important evidentiary 
questions. 





